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October 4, 2011 – for immediate release


Traditional Music Festival honors Andy Cohen

Eisteddfod 2011;  Friday, November 4 through Sunday, November 6

at the Hudson Valley Resort and Spa
400 Granite Road, Kerhonkson, Ulster County, NY 12446

The Eisteddfod traditional Music Festival this year presents its Eisteddfod Award to Andy Cohen, an outstanding blues musician.  Having learned the tradition from the best of the old timers, Andy continues researching it and avidly conveys it to others.  The Eisteddfod award is given for dedication, inspiration, and service to the practice and dissemination of traditional folk song, music, and dance.

The festival started in Pittsburgh over 30 years ago, bringing together participants who love traditional music of all cultures.   The festival moved to Southern Massachusetts University in Dartmouth, and, after a short hiatus, was revived by the Folk Music Society of New York (FMSNY).  This year's festival, 4-6 November at the Hudson Valley Resort in Kerhonkson, NY, marks the seventh year under FMSNY auspices.  See www.folkfestny.org for more information.

Festival Director Dr. Jerome Epstein says, "We decided to give the award to Andy, one of this year's performers, because of his outstanding contributions to the field of traditional music, as performer, collector, and advocate.”    Andy Cohen is a superb blues guitarist, singer, pianist, and also a musicologist and historian.  He focuses on the music of the southeastern U.S., especially the work of Rev. Gary Davis.  Andy “lived the life” working as lead boy for a series of blind bluesman, including Jim Brewer, Rev. Dan Smith, Brother Daniel Womack, and Rev. Gary Davis. He apprenticed with some of the best.  Andy in turn has supported younger players.  He has organized festivals and small venues for them and others to play in.  He has written about several of the old masters and studied their work in a systematic way, and taught a couple of dozen players who are now professionals.  The Country Blues says “One thing is for sure, the boy can play. There are few people around today who had a chance to pick it all up from the old generations, get this good at it and continue to cherish and preserve the old traditions.”  He has been assiduous in sharing his expertise in classes, camps, and anywhere people are making music.  

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. invites you to join leading singers/musicians in this weekend of traditional folk/roots music.  Meet outstanding performers in 32 workshops and three concerts, plus an open mike, late night singing, a contra dance, socializing, and informal singing and music making.  There will also be a free event, open to the public, on Sunday at 11 a.m., when Dave Ruch presents “Traditional and Historical Songs of New York State.” This event is made possible by a grant from the New York Council for the Humanities.

The Hudson Valley Resort and Spa offers convenient hotel rooms, good food, a spa, an indoor pool, beautiful outdoor walks, and more.  The festival is ideal for the whole family, and provides a very rare chance in New York to hear such diverse, and such high quality performers all in a single venue. 

Participants are encouraged to register for the entire weekend, stay at the hotel, and experience all the music.  Information, including day rates and booking forms is at www.folkfestny.org. 
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Puctures and an electronic version of this release is available at: www.folkmusicny.org/press. Accredited members of the press are welcome at our events. Tear sheets are always appreciated.

The Folk Music Society of New York, Inc. / New York Pinewoods Folk Music Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational corporation. It runs concerts, weekends, classes, singing parties, and get-togethers, all with an emphasis on traditional folk music of all flavors.  Office: 444 West 54th St, #7, New York NY 10019; (718) 672-6399;  website: www.folkmusicny.org

